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Furiher C14 Abuses

Another apparently -itflegal activity by the .
Central Intelligence Agency has come to light |
with the disclosure that the agency used intelli-
gence satellites in the late 1860s to spy on Amner-

ican siudents engaged in anti-war demenstra-
tions. Although the 1347 law setting up the CIA
explicitly forbade it to exercise law enforce-
ment or internal security functions, the agency
undertook its demestic spying on the pretext
that it was looking for “‘possible foreign connec-
tions with the U.S. anti-war movement.” None
was found.

Whatever the excuse was for spying on citi-
zens, the operation — ordered at the request of
the Johnson White House — was clearlv not a
preper one for the CIA. Itrepresented an inter- |
ference with what was supposed to be a consti- °

. tutionally protected activity. This undermining
of citizen rights is only the latest example of
many such CIA excesses. It was exposed
through documents obtained through a suit
under the Freedom of Information Act.

Yet the CIA is trying to get itself more
breadly exempted from compliance with the
FOI law. And it is resisting more stringent re-
straints in a prejected new agency charter.
Since the pubtic still does net know how many
law viclations and other abuses (compiled in 2 :
693-page internal document) have not been -
revealed, this is no time to weaken the FOI act.

And a great deal of evidence already points to
the need for a strict charter.
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